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Return from 
Coastal 
Command 


AN R.A.F. officer who had flown 
** 300 hours as a Coasta) Command 
navigator, and who decided that war 
Wag wrong and that his conscience 
would not allow him to serve any 
longer, appeared before the South 
Wales CO tribunal on Sep. 13. 

He wag Edwin Bernard Horton, of 
Bath. He was registered as a CO on 
condition that he undertook horticul- 
taral or agricultural work. 

It was said that he registered 
originally as a CO, withdrew his 
registration in July, 1941, and volun- 
teered for flying duties. He gained 
a commission in June 

He then realised that war was 
wrong, and in June of this year was 
sentenced by a court martial to nine 
months’ imprisonment and cashiered. 

Horton told the tribunal that it 
was because he refused to obey an 
order to drop bombs which might 
have blasted women and children. As 
a navigator and bomb-aimer he had 
been trained to attack submarines 
and enemy shipping, but had never 
done so. 


— and return 
from Alamein 


The following description of two 
incidents on the battlefield is given 
by Captain Brian Stone in “Pris- 
oner from Alamein,” just published 
(Witherby, 88. 6d.): 

A GERMAN officer came to me at a 

considerable risk to himself and 
said in English, “It is not fair; we 
are trying to get up our Red Cross 
armoured car to help you and your 
artillery is shelling it.” So I laughed 
and said, “You’re telling me it’s not 
fair.” 

The German who was adjusting 
the tourniquet nodded towards the 
body by Geoffrey’s tank and asked if 
my comrade was dead. I told him 
“Yes,” and he said, “It is good”—not 
meaning, “Hooray, one less bloody 
Englishman,” I divined, but just inti- 
mating in a sensitive way that there 
was enough suffering going on without 
my comrade being alive and in agony. 

After a while ,.. I heard someone 
approaching, and a German appeared, 
crawling steadily towards me. He 
crouched in the gunpit beside me, and 
then said in rather bad English, 
“Hey, Tommy. You give me your 
address and we be friends after the 
war, yes?” I didn’t quite like this 
direct approach, so I, refused as 
vigorously as I could without being 
rude, and after pleading with me for 
a few minutes he crawled away 
again. ... 


WANTED : RESOURCE 


FVEN the most pessimistic of us 

“~ must feel that the end of the 
fighting is drawing nearer. Even 
the most optimistic must realise the 
magnitude of the tasks that. lie 
beyond. " ; 

But at least avenues will begin to 
open and the exploring of them will 
depend on our faith, courage, and 
financial resources. We must not 
be found wanting. 

Last week’s effort was truly hearten- 
ing. Can we keep it up? 

; ALEX WOOD. 


Peace News learns that Corder 
Catchpool! and Maud Rowntree 
have accepted the invitation to 
become Joint Hon. Treasurers of 
the P.P.U. 

Contributions to Headquarters Fund since 


Sep. 8: £111 15s. 4d. Total to date: £408 
16s. 3d. 
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HOW ARE WE 
TO INTERPRET 
THE WAR? 


OW that military victory over Germany is assured, the need 
for some background of political philosophy against which 
to set the war, and by which to interpret it, grows more 
urgent. If only the intelligence of the nation could reach some 
common conviction—rational and not emotional—concerning the 
real causes and nature of the war, at least half the great multitude 
of obstacles in the way of Britain making a positive contribution, 
at this crisis in human history, towards the peace of the world 
would be removed. 

As things are, there is a chaos of conflicting theories of the 
semi-rational sort; and these are completely outweighed by the 
vehemence of the non-rational theory that the war is entirely due 
to the fact that the Germans are a wicked and- warlike race. 

Before alternatives are discussed, it is well to ask whether there 
is a pacifist interpretation of this war. There is; its merit is that 
it is a simple one, its defect is that it is equally applicable to all 
wars, past, present and to come. 


It is that wars are due to the 
wickedness of the individuals 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


who fight them. “Wars will 
cease when men refuse to fight” 
—and not till then. That is the 
theory of pure pacifism. It is 
obviously true. But it hag no 
application to polities. Men 
show no sign of refusing to fight 
for a very long time to come. 
Apart from that the pacifist, as 
such, hag no interpretation of this 
war. If most pacifists have other 
interpretations to offer, they offer 
them not as pacifists, but as people 
who hold various political philo- 
sophies, or theories about human 
behaviour in society, which have no 
necessary connection with pacifism, 


Unemployment and arms 


HERE is, for example, the theory 
that the most important cause of’ 
war is mass-unemployment and the 
drive towards full employment which 


it creates in industrial mass-societies. 
Since preparation for war is by far 
the simplest way of making the regi- 
mentation required for full-employ- 
ment psychologically acceptable to a 
mass-society; since, moreover, full em- 
ployment in war-preparation in a 
mass-society must create a formid- 
able military power, which other 
powers will fear and seek to weaken, 
the war was inevitable. 


No pacifist monopoly 


THAT theory has the merit of being 

& specific interpretation of this 
war. Pacifists have no monopoly of 
it. It is a piece of objective sociology. 
If it is true, then the abolition of war 
depends on the universal abolition of 
mass-unemployment. That, as far as 
the evidence goes, depends upon a 
great increase of central control, 
enough to justify the state being 
called, t£ not totalitarian, at least 
bureaucratic. It is quite unproven 


that any mass-society will submit to | pacifist, 


THE FATE OF OUR COMRADES 
German ji. 
C.0.s Shot 


1 is now established that 

several of the _ persons 
recently sentenced to death for 
neglecting duties, particularly in 
East Prussia, were conscientious 
objectors, as reported in Rey- 
nolds News, Sep. 9. 

The German press carried reports 
Of soMe Cases in August, one of which, 
that of Friedrich Schulz, an Alt- 
christburg Jand-worker, stated that 
as a Member of the International 
Bible Research Association “he did 
not obey an emergency service order 
summoning him for service at the 
Hast Prussia defence post. He denied 
the concept of ‘Fatherland’ and re- 
jected any work for the community. 
He also refused to contribute to the 
Red Cross because, he argued, that it 
served the prolongation of the war. 

“He expressly stated that on the 
strength of his convictions he was 
bound to continue in the future to 
refuse any service to the community. 
The defendant thus excluded himself 
from the German people’s community 
of his own accord. Anyone who re- 
fuses service to the Fatherland no 
longer belongs to the people’s com- 
munity. The Speciaj] Court there- 
fore sentenced the defendant to 
death as a Volksschadling (one who 
harms the people). 


... in Antwerp 


Better news comes from liberated 


-| Antwerp, where (the War Resisters’ 


International announce) contact has 
been made with the leader of their 
movement..in the city, who speaks of 
considerable hardship and suffering 
through the last four years, but of 
delight in having been liberated. 


...in Japan 


And news of the great Japanese 
Toyohiko Kagawa, also 


this degree of central control, except*| reaches us in a Worldover Press 


under the menace of war. The 
psychology of war-emergency has 
been continuous in Russia ever since 
the 1917 Revolution. Thus, the mass- 
unemployment theory of this war 
points rather to a succession of wars 
in the future than to any likelihood 
of breaking the vicious circle. IT it 
wete to be broken, it could only be 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


report, quoting the South African 
paper, The Methodist Churchman, 
Kagawa is. said to be keeping up his 
work of evangelism by means of un- 
publicized meetings in the churches. 
He has few contacts with foreign 
missionaries, but has been allowed to 
continue his Christian work, particu- 
larly among the poorer classes of the 
Japanese péople. 


Another black -out that must go! 


READING their papers in 
© trains and trams, everybody 
looked happy. “Good news! 
The black-out to be reduced!” 
Five years of extreme darkness! 
How weary of it everybody was! 
Stepping off buses in the dark; 
the dismalness; the fatalities! 
But how many are ready to 
break through the black-out that 
remains, the obscuration of our 
British minds and hearts? 
Darkness is over this country still. 
Under this pall, still we are enemies 
to ourselves. With his knowledge of 
military history, Liddell Hart has 
told us that, through a thousand 
years, our strength has lain not in 
going on to absolute domination, and 
so exhausting ourselves, bgt in agree- 
ing to peace. No less a person than 
the victorious Duke of Marlborough 
was overthrown in 1712, so that we 
could make an agreed peace with 
France in 1718. Bolingbroke, the 
Tory, was the leader then. as Castle- 
ae and Wellington led in 1814- 


In those aristocratic centuries, were 
the classes more regardful of Britain 
than the masses were in 1919 and 
threaten to be now? For it is our- 
selves we are damaging by prolonging 
the war into total destruction. 


The German claim 


An enemy retreated from conqueréd 
countries and defending little more 
than his own people, is in a new 
moral position. He stands not for 
|foreign mastery but against it. The 
| foe that wants a complete overthrow, 


a complete submission, begins to 
appear as the worst of tyrants. 
Already German propaganda js 


taking up that defensive position. 
We are made to seem as wanting 
nothing but Germany’s destruction. 
What other war-aim (it is asked) 
have we produced? “Obliteration 
bombing” is now turned against us. 
There, in the devastated German 
cities (it is alleged), is the proof, 
From the British mind all but a 
suicidal ruthle#sness is represented 
as blacked-out. 


Our dark side 


We shall not accept this view; yet 
there is too much truth in it for our 
moral comfort. If we turn our dark 
side to the world, there is still some 
light and warmth within. 


Who wants the numbers of infant 
victims of our blockade, and of the 
civilian victims of our bombing, to 
top all other lists? Who wants a 
policy of destruction for destruction’s 
sake? That would be, indeed, a black 
record. If behind the wilderness that 
we shall call peace there lay a 
promise of a unification of European 
national interests, and a co-operation 
that would save the Continent, at 
least, from future war, and give some 
return to plenty, it would be quite 
different. But this light, too, is shut 
off. What is good in us is for our 
friends and especially ourselves. But 
how great is the darkness of that 
hopelessly inadequate light 

For ourselves, and not in any way 
as /pro-Germans, we must lift this 
moral blackout. Let us not forget 
the extent to which war and its des- 
truction in British cities and of 


British trade, has arisen from our 
own past policies: building up 
Prussia; defeating the French Revo- 
lution; assisting national divisions 
and their poverty in Europe for our 
interests overseas. 

We little knew this before 1914, 
because the self-interest was tem- 
pered by far-sighted prudence. If 
with the new popular recklessness of 
the last war and this, we are to con- 
tinue the same war-producing spirit, 
for what can we hope? Domination 
in the East by a Russia increasing in 
population and power; domination in 
the West by an immigrant-fed 
America; ourselves betwixt and 
between, with our new, vast debts, 
and a population soon to fall? 


The way out 


The material way out is the moral 
way. In trying to unite Europe for 
herself by force, Germany has failed, 
as Napoleon failed. But a Germany 
sick of war and promoting union only 
through common interests, might yet 
become a moral leader, and succeed. 
For, whatever happens, the idea of 
unity is hers at present more than it 
is ours. For us it is blacked-out,, 
with all the rest of our constructive 
mind. 

But we cannot live by destruction. 
For us, a union of Europe would 
hardly be sufficient. We need world 
order. But that can only come by en- 
larging the light within, the con~ 
sciousness of common humanity. The 
war-time blacking-out of that 
illumination is the black-out that 
must go, and the sooner the better. 


PERCY REDFERN 
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LUBLIN 


VER this war, unlike the last, 
there hangs a cloud—as yet and 
perhaps for ever impenetrable—of 
moral phantasmagoria. In the last 
war there were plenty of atrocity 
stories, and many of them were be- 
lieved by the more credulous; but 
belief in them never took real hold of 
the national intelligence. When to- 
wards the end of the war the fable of 
the German “Corpse-reclamation fac- 
tory” (Kadaverwerweltungsanstalt) 
was put into circulation, even those 
who were ignorant of German felt 
that there was a catch somewhere— 
as there was. 

The corpse-factory story of 1917 
serves a sort of measuring-rod to 
indicate the density of the moral 
phantasmagoria with which we are 
now /surrounded. The conversion of 
corpses, though shocking to sentiment, 
would have done no real harm. To 
pass from that stery to the story of 
Lublin is to traverse a whole gro- 
tesque dimension of human degen- 
eracy. We grope after truth in this 
fearful atmosphere—quite in vain. 
What is the reality? Is it a new and 
appalling lurch of the Germans into 
obscene cruelty? Or is it an appalling 
lurch of the human mind into credu- 
lity? Or into a new diabolism of in- 
vented falsehood? Or, worst perhaps 
of all, is it a hideous combination of 
all these three? 


It is to hide our heads _in the sand 
to dismiss the story of Lublin from 
our minds as mere atrocity propa- 
ganda. If the story of Lublin has 
been invented, it has been invented in 
so deliberate a fashion, with such an 
elaborate apparatus of deception, that 
the inventors of the deceit would be 
as completely beyond the pale of 
civilized humanity as would be the 
paapetrstors of the horrors them- 
selves. 


If the Nazis have really been guilty 
of the unspeakable crimes circum- 
stantially imputed to them, then—let 
us make no mistake—pacifism is faced 
with a situation with which it cannot 
cope, The conventional pacifist con- 
ception of a reasonable or a generous 
peace is irrelevant to this reality. 

or a reasonable peace with a politi- 
cal society that has committed such 
enormities will necessarily be a severe 
peace, For even if we say the German 
people is not responsible for these 
horrors, we must also say that the 
German people is jncapable of pre- 
venting such horrors being committed 
in its name, 


I¢ Lubin is a lie, then no faith can 
conceivably be put in the political 
society that invented it. 


Lublin is either true, or false. 
Whichever it is, it is of the utmost 
importance that we should know. 


Why igs there no systematic and 
impartial inquiry immediately under- 
taken by the British and American 
authorities? Why is this terrible 
atmosphere of moral phantasmagoria 
allowed to remain undissipated by 
trustworthy inquiry? Why is the 
story allowed to be published at all, 
if no steps are to be taken to con- 
firm it? Why is the story so wrapped 
in mystery? Where are the living 
witnesses to the facts and acts 
alleged? Why does it come to us 
from the Russians and not from the 
Poles who were (according to the 
story) the chief victims? , 

The Lublin story is the culmination 
of a whole series of reports of 
diabolically calculated mass-murders 
of innocent people by the million. 
Until they are proved true, or proved 
false—the mind of no conscious man 
can be at.rest. He will be torn by 
terrible doubts: different doubts—but 
all terrible. And if he is an English- 
man as well, he will be torn by a 
terrible doubt of his own government 
which is apparently content to allow 
this moral phantasmagoria to thicken. 
I¢ the British Government itself can- 
not see the necessity of probing these 
matters to the bottom for the sake of 
human sanity—where are we then? 


A Socialist challenge to Wilfred Wellock 


The First 


was unfortunate that Wil- 

fred Wellock’s series of 

articles was entitled ‘The 
Pacifist Outlook.” It should have 
been entitled “A Pacifist Out- 
look,” for no one has the autho- 
rity to speak on behalf of the 
multiplicity of individuals 
labelled as pacifists. 


Now it is necessary to chal- 
lenge Wilfred Wellock’s articles, 
for to some of us it would be 
lamentable if the views he advo- 
cated were regarded as common 
to all pacifists, and all Peace 
Pledge Union members identified 
with them. 

The principal objection to Mr. 
Wellock’s “wholesome enjoyments of 
a fully integrated human and social 
life, with the satisfactions of the 
husbandman and the craftsman” is 
that nowhere does he state -how these 
are to be obtained. It is not to be 
questioned that such “satisfactions” 
and “enjoyments” are desirable, but 
no man living on the nerve-endings 
of modern society is concerned with 
absolute good. He is concerned with 
the possible good. 

Like a salesman selling carpets, 
Mr, Wellock asks what socialism has 
to offer society compared with these 
“satisfactions” and “enjoyments.” 
The answer to this is obviously that 
modern man cannot choose a scheme 
of social organization like a carpet. 
Each stage of human development 
proceeds from its preceding stage. 
There is a period of revolution, as 
today, when certain alternatives 
present themselves, and to those of 
us who recognize that Mr. Wellock’s 
“satisfactions” and “enjoyments” are 
the ultimate objective, socialism is the 
economic doctrine that will bring us 
mearer to them. 

No serious socialist thinker has 
ever postulated socialism as a final 


Sign-post 


stage in human development. Even 
Marx and Engels, who are respon- 
sible more than any other two men 
for the materialistic element in 
modern socialism which Mr. Wellock 
detests, did not postulate this. They 
saw a stage beyond when the State 
would “wither away,” and man would 
arrive at an anarchist society, very 
similar to Mr. Wellock’s “Christian 
society,” with “man as a human 
person, 2 creator.” 


Worker’s view 


Mr. Wellock castigates the ideal 
world of modern socialism as “little 
better than a glorified zoo,” because 
it, apparently, invites the workers to 
anticipate an El Dorado consisting of 
a regular job, life in suburbia, and 
plenty of money. It is not true that 
socialism igs merely this, but what if 
it were? It would be a tremendous 
advance on State-capitalism. 

‘To any man who has lived through 
the early thirties, who has lived in 
fear of unemployment, who has had 
to cringe for rises. who has had to 
put off marriage because there was 
no money, who has seen his children 


Siby A. E. South 


denied decent education, and become, 
like himself and his wife, embittered 
and frustrated, such socialism, how- 
materialistic, would be El 
Dorado. 

Mr. Wellock is especially annoyed 
at the thought that the workers 
might have “plenty of money for 
entertainment.” Why should not the 
workers have their period of hedonism 
until they realize, like Epicurus, that 
the greatest pleasure of all is 
abstinence from pleasure? They 
must be permitted to run the gamut 
of human experience previously per- 
mitted only to more privileged 
classes. They will reach the same 


LETTERS. 


U.S. Airman’s Crash 


Whilst agreeing almost entirely 
with the sentiment expressed by 
Laurence Housman in the Sept. 8 
issue of Peace News, I feel very dis- 
turbed at the way in which, in his 
article, he referred to the recerft 
accident at Freckleton, and his unfair 
insinuation concerning the American 
airmen, based as it is on the hearsay 
of someone who has been mis-in- 
formed. 

I saw the aeroplane only a few 
seconds before the crash. I must say 
that there was no stunt-flying on that 
morning, and no “mere swagger’ in 
this case, and it is quite unfair to the 
American airmen to suggest that this 
was So. 


It was the only -aeroplane which 
happened to be travelling quring the 
most stormy morning we witnessed 
for 5 years, and one hoped this plane 
woulj arrive safely before being 
crippled by the lightning—but alas! 
it did not. 

I write this because I am_concerned 
for the integrity of Peace News, and 
it is a great mistake, I think, to draw 
conclusiong concerning incidents a 
distance away, and when one has 
only second-hand information; when 
that information is wrong, the effect 
is likely to cause similar feelings of 
résentment as those caused by 
atrocity stories, 

LAMONT. 


Lytham. 


More cant ? 


“What is cant?” asks “Observer”: and he 
promptly answers the question by citing e fine 
specimen of it from the New tesman. 
Admirable, but “Observer's” own Commentary 
seems not beyond criticism in that respect, for 
his reference to “Britain” having undertaken 
in 1989 to “defend the integrity of Poland” 
reads almost like a bit of official propaganda, 
for the implication apparently is that this war 
was started “on behalf of little Poland.” 
Surely “Observer” knows that “Great Powers” 
do not declare war through altruistic motives; 
or does he really suppose that it was tender- 
heartedness for “little Belgium” on the part 
of Asquith, Grey and Co. that produced the 
1914 conflict ? 

War-making governments have real objects 
and declared objects, the former being 
material ang the latter idealistic, and nobody 
who seeka world peace should regard these as 
identical, or use language capable of that 


interpretation, 
JOHN NIBB 
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Pacifist’ problems 


I should like to be enlightened on some 
important points. , Can anyone believe that 
Nazigm has brought a new evil into the 
world? Is Nazism not comparable with other 
political revolutions? Can pacifists be asked 
to uphold the soldier, no matter how imagina- 
tive, courageous, and discerning he may he, 
if che forgets that Italian Fascism and Ger- 
man Nazism were applauded by militarists at 
their inception, and that Russian Nazism is 
applauded now? Must we, for the sake of 
“matey-ness” with this distracted soldier, 
share his illusion that this war has, or that 
any war can haye, any concern with “evil” 
at all? 

I am confused, too, about the inevitableness 
of war; if war, a9 part of history, must 
accepted as the Divine Will, everything must 
be taken in the same meek epirit, including 
Nazism, and the stupidity of some pacifists: 
the cruel actions of the soldier and the self- 
righteous efforts of the pacifist being equally 
futile in the light of this wisdom. 

May I add that pacifists are wrestling, with 
such abilities as they may have, to clarify 
truth, and are frequeritly convinced that 
where war is concerned pacifists are right 
and militarists wrong, and thet they must 
proclaim this, at the risk of being lonely, and 
if need be, self-righteous? 

MARIORIE HAMLYN 
89 Southwood Lane, N.6. 


Legality and convenience 


Surely it is time for a thorough examina- 
tion of what constitutes a legal government 
and time also for some international jurist to 
draw the necessary distinction between an 
illega? one and a merely inconvenient one. Ht 
would indeed be interesting to hear why the 
British and other governments are so serupu- 
lous where the one-member Jugoslav Govern- 
ment ie concerned and yet refuse to acknow- 
ledge the undoubted constitutional legality of 
the Petain regime in France. 

Non-recognition, as the phrase is applied 
today, is am abominable instrument of diplo- 
matic knavery, and that nations who are so 
ready to profess their respect for international 
Jaw where their own interests are ecancerned 
should lend their assiatance to such a system 
is only one more proof of the disintegration of 
political morality under the stress of national 


appetites 
MICHAEL GARDNER 
18 Netherha]! Gdns., London, N.W.3. 


Familiarity breeds... 


One of the Germans who had the job of 
seeing through the horrible annihilation ,at 
Lublin is reported to have said, “I was 
shocked at: first, bat I got used to it.” ' 

My weekly paper says this “getting used 
may be the most formidable prablem before 
Europe. Undoubtedly this is the problem of all 
humanity. We pacifista must keep our stan- 
dards of decency so high that we refuse to get 
used, as others do, to the inevitable cruelty in 


‘war. : 

I particularly remonatrated with those near 
me when I read the full accounts in the papers 
of our flame-throwing weapons. Although I 
am told ¥ am doing no good by epeaking thus, 
I atill hope that the instinctive expression of 


will bh a effect, 
a ae “LOUISE HYNARD 


*— 

Pressure on our space has delayed publica- 
tion of this reply to Wilfred Wellock’s 
three articles in June and July last. Next 
week we hope to puhlish a further com- 
ment by Mr, Wellock, and readers are 
invited to await this before submitting 

correspondence. 

*« 


stage as Mr, Wellock, but he must be 
patient with them. 

It is difficult to understand Mr, 
Wellock when he says that “modern 
socialism like modern capitalism 
started from the assumption that 
material values could be divoreed 
from spiritual values, and economies 
from religion.2 It is pertinent to 
ask him “What modern socialism?” 
For he must know as well as I that 
the entire dynamie behind British 
socialism has been religious in the 
ultimate sense, that men like William 
Morris, Keir Hardie, and George 
Lansbury valued the individual as 
highly as he does. 

It is true that following the dis- 
astrous Labour Government of 
1929-31 the Marxist materialist view 
did pervade the whole of socialist 
thought for a time. This, however, 
was understandable, for it was 
idealistic socialism—not materialistic 
socialism—that had broken down. 
Unplanned, cloudy socialism, the “up 
and up, and on and on” socialism of 
Ramsay Macdonald had proved in- 
effectual in capitalist crisis, and 
although some of us, are trying to 
give socialism a religious dynamic 
again, so that it can be reached by 
ethics in addition to economics, we 
have learnt our lesson, 

A socialist programme must not 
only be just, but practical, that is, 
capable of application within existing 
society. There ig no greater sin than 
to awake the idealism of the common 
man, and then say the things that 
have been promised are not possible. 
A man dying from thirst would prefer 
a glass of muddy water to the most 
alluring wine-list—tindeed the sight 
of the latter would drive him mad. 

What of Europe? 

‘The only practical suggestion Mr. 
Wellock offers towards his Christian 
society is the “abandonment of the 
policy of a big export trade in favour 
of a reasonably balanced economy, as 
between industry and agriculture.” 
The present war, which has already 
considerably depleted our overseas 
investments, our stock of gold and 
our potential markets, will in any 
case make this a necessity. Such a 
reorientation in economy may mean 
fascism, which also preaches 
autarky; it may mean hardship for 
the workers; but it is difficult to see 
how of itself it will bring Britain any 
ges to Christianity or the good 
ife, 

Nor does the thought that it would 
involve turning away. from Europe, 
and thinking in’ purely nationalist 
terms, affect Mr, Welldck. To those 
of us, however, who love Europe, 
whose minds recoil at the horrors 
through which it ig passing, and dare 
not contemplate the peace because so 
many individuals we have admired 
may have died before it, it is 
necessary to insist that there can be 
no lasting peace that is not at least 
European in conception, and against 
autarky we would set the objective 
of a European federation of socialist 
peoples. 

At the thought of this the mind 
reels at the obstacles in the way, but 
at least it reels before the actual 
world. Does Mr. Wellock contem- 
plate the actual world? Sometimes 
it would seem not. His mind would 
seem to have outstripped time, and 
although his writing may be streaked 
with prophecy, he is no guide to men 
living in the grim life to today. 

He points to the sun, but the 
common man urgently requires the 
first sign-post, and the writing on 
this. however mundane, materialistic 
and unexciting, lis simply “liberty, 
security” which socialism alone can 
provide. 
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P.P.U. Development Column 


THE PRICE OF 
PEACE 


Most of the people who con- 

tribute towards our funds are not 
wealthy in terms of money. There- 
fore, because giving: to the PPU in- 
volves them in sacrifice, the questions 
must sometimes arise in their minds: 
What happens to the money I give? 
Is it well spent? Is it really needed? 


This article contains an answer to 
those questions, and also a sug- 
gestion. Without claiming that all 
of Us are perfect people, I am satis- 
fied that the money spent here, 
mainly on salaries, is well spent. 
The numbey of staff could not be cut 
without reducing the output of work. 
Salaries are not higher than such as 
to allow a reasonable standard of 
living, e.g., £4 a week for a person 
living in “digs,” and £6 for a man 
with a wife and child. (Subscribers 
in country districts should remember 
the higher rents in London). 


Unfortunately, our expenditure for January- 
August this year wag £3,879 against an in- 
come of £2,815. Our expectations should not 
have been too high. But we have been affected 
by a general decline of faith in the value of 
the pacifist witness in wartime and so of faith 
fin the worthwhileness of the PPU. 


We were therefore faced with two alterna- 
tives, Either to cut expenses and reduce the 
work, or else to go on in faith, We have 
chosen the latter course, Partly because we 
are sure that, in small and large amounts, the 
money is there all over the country in pacifist 
pockets. Partly because we believe that we are 


confronted today by the big and urgent task,’ 


first of helping to.win the peace, and then of 
winning the coming generation for creative 
pacifism. In both taska we are faced with 
much opposition, A considerable amount of 
money will be needed. But we believe that 
the work should be undertaken, and that the 
funds will eventually come in. 


My suggestion is this: Our need is not so 
much to receive larger donations from our 
present subscribers—though such would be 
welcome—as to increase the number of our 
subscribers. How can that be done? 


1. Not a few of our members have during the 
war been too busy or too isolated to attend 
meetings. Therefore, unintentionally, their 
subscriptions have lapsed. 


2. Some who used to subscribe now feel too old 
to take an active part in pacifist work. 
But, for the sake of the younger generation 
growmg up, their help is now urgently 
needed. If they knew that, I believe that 
some of them would gladly subscribe again. 


3. Of the 18,000 readers of Peace News, I 
doubt if more than 9,000 subscribe anything 
to the PPU in the course of the year. Yet 
if they regularly read Peace News, most 
of them must wish to see its message pro- 
claimed ard consolidated into a fellowship 
throughout the country. At 5s. each, this 
would bring in £2,250 each year. 


Will Peace News readers help us to reach 
such people, or better still contact them them- 
selves, in order that our financia) position may 
be secure, and all our energies devoted to the 


great taskea ahead? 
PATRICK FIGGIS 


<4 | While the popular press cries “Charity begins at home” 


U.N.R.R.A. MAY AID ITALY 


AN appeal “to relieve starvation conditions said to be raging 
in Italy” will be put to the UNRRA Conference at Montreal. 
The proposals are expected to provide a major subject for dis- 


cussion, reports the Manchester 
Enemy territory has hitherto 


Guardian (Sep. 14). 
been excluded from the scope of 


UNRRA activities by the terms of its charter, but the decision 
could be altered by the council of UNRRA. 


There is still no definite news of 
the scale on which relief is to be 
carried out in the period of military 
control, and the failure to feed the 
Italians adequately is a disquieting 
omen. Unquestionably the military 
have the food supplies available; they 
have even acquired the stocks which, 
We were assured, UNRRA was 
amassing: e. 

“The supplies needed by the military for 
civilian relief during the period of military 
government left little over for UNRRA to 
accumulate on its own aceount” (Times, 
Sep. 8). 

The Times Quehee correspondent cabled on 
Sep. 14 that ‘‘The scope of relief and rehabili- 
tation is being confined to practical and 
necessary Jimits.”” 


“WHAT ABOUT US?” 


Meanwhile it appears that the 
British Government will refuse to 
make sacrifices to send more food to 
hungry Europe. : 

“We have sent some stocks,’’ said Col. 
Llewellin, Minister of Food (Sep. 9), “but no 
stocks that will cause us to diminish our 
supplies. Our people have been rationed for 
four or five years, and it does not seem right 
that their food should be sent, In the main, 
the supplies for the liberated countries will 
have to come from the food exporting 
countries.” 


In short, Britain will Keep her con- 
sumption at 3,000 calories daily while 
relief workers in Europe are strug- 
gling to bring the daily ration in 
liberated territories up to 2,000 or 
2,500. Col. Llewellin forgets that 
they have been not merely ,rationed 
but half-starved for four years. 

This attitude takes alarming forms 
in the popular Press. “Neither in 
the matter of food,” declares the 
“Daily Mirror” (Sep. 6) “does she 
(Britain) want to find that, in aceord- 
ance with the normal procedure of 
officialdom backed by the gurglings 
of our sentimentalists, thousands of 
tons of good eating material, which 
would go down very well in this 
country, have been forced upon people 
who do not need them. Let the 
Government remember that ‘charity 
begins at home,’ which means, in this 
instance, that pampering of. others 
will not be tolerated while we in this 
country are going short.” 

THEY “DO NOT NEED” FOOD! 

There has heen less news about the food 
situation in Europe since Italy, France and 
Belgium have been liberated than there was 
before. We know that the Italian people are 


desperately hungry. A cable from Brussels to 
the News-Chronicle (Sep. 5) speaks of ‘the 


Belgians as “these people, who have suffered 
more than those in other parts of Western 
Europe, where hunger is more clearly written 
on the faces of the children than anywhere 
else . . . Brussels itself has been virtually 
without bread for four days.’ In Greece, ac- 
cording to Hellas (Sep. 8), “the survivors of 
three years of malnutrition are weakened, and 
the death-rate from disease is rising again. .. 
If the country is not soon liberated it will he 
necessary to redouble all efforts to keep the 
remnants of her people alive.” 

On Sep. 16 the Observer corre- 
svondent in Brussels reported that 
“the food position is now worse than 
it was before the Aljlies arrived. 
There has been no bread in Brussels 
for fouy days. and no distribution of 
meat since the city was liberated. 
Potatoes and all fats are very short.” 


PATRIOTIC BUSINESS 


Speculation in enemy bonds was re- 
orted in the ‘“Londoner’s Diary,” 
Evening Standard, Sep. 5. 


Young and Dawes loans,” said the re- 
port. “There are some in City of 
Berlin bonds and in the Hamburg 
waterworks, though it is not known 
whether the latter exist today. 

“The City view of these dealings is 
a strictly business one. One of the 
points my friends emphasise is that 
if the bonds are dealt in, we are con- 
stantly reminded of the patriotic duty 
to make the enemy pay, If there are 
no dealings the claims of bondholders, 
who include small as well ag large 
investors are apt to be forgotten.” 


NEW YORK LAW BANS 
RACE DISCRIMINATION 


An ordinance barring diserimina- 
tion for reasons of race, colour, ‘or 
creed against tenants, business or 
residential, in any private housing 
project aided by tax exemption under 
State law, has been passed by the 
City Council of New York. Reported 
to be the first such law adopted any- 
where in the United States, the 
measure was backed by every political 
party in the Council. 

Similar laws adopted elsewhere 
jhave failed to touch housing erected 
by private capital, The penalty for 
violation of the law will be termina- 
tion of tax exemption.—Worldover 
Press. 
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CANON HELPS 
GERMAN 
P.O.W.s 


“ BAYONET-GUARDED German 

prisoners, now patients in 
Salford Royal Hospital, are 
potential missionaries of future 
peace, in the opinion of Canon 
Peter Green, now appealing for 
games and German books for these 
prisoners and others in Manchester 
hospitals.” 

> ‘I think the better we treat our 
Prisoners the better missionaries 
they will be when they return to 
their own country’ he told the Man- 
chester Evening News. 

“Canon Green is prepared for 
criticism of his appeal, ‘I expect 
abuse, but I have been abused 
before,, he said. ‘I shall refer my 
critics to that passage in the Bible 
which says “If thine enemy hunger 
feed him, if he thirsts give him 
drink.” 

“In the last war I had a great 
friend who was a prisoner ill in 


“Most of the dealings are in the, 


a German kospital. He wrote 
home asking for presents for his 
nurses because they were so kind 
to him. I remember that and want 
to do something in repayment, 

“*You cannot build a world on 
hattred. I believe that the 
criminals like Hitler, Goering, 
Goebbels and the others should be 
punished, but the ordinary men 
such as those in our hospitals are 
No more resnonsible for the war 
than you or I.’” 


Words of Peace — 91 


When I think how much salvation 
and healing will set in in my spirit at 
the moment, when the great healing 
process of this wounded world can be 
begun, then I believe that not only 
shall I be allowed to give myself 
vigorously and happily once again, 
but also I foresee a point of time at 
which by an unrestrainable reaction 
of dispossessed humanity, all things 
and all people will agaim strive to- 
wards us and concur with us, more 
strongly, more passionately, more un- 
conditionally, than in those strangely 
tense years before 1914... I some- 
times think that every day the war 
lasts increases the obligation of 
humanity towards a great and better- 
intentioned common future, for what 
could be more productive of obliga- 
tion than the suffering, augmented 
beyond all measure, which must afta 
all join millions of people in al 


countries more closely together? 


~—Rainer Maria Rilke, 1917, 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday. 
2d. per word, minimum ;2s. 6d. (Box 
No. 6d. extra.) Maximum length: 50 
werds. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Biacksteck Rd., N.4, 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisentents and to limit the fre- 
quency of continuing advertisementa. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote ite first 
words, classification, and date. 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL PROPERTIES to be Jet 
or sold in N.W. London and districta, 


ks, Auc- 
Surveyors, 44 Market 
N.W.11 (Speedwell 9888, 5 
lines), who will give special attention 
to the requirements of pacifists. 
WOMAN TEACHER requires bed- 
sittingroom Mon.-Fri, Slough. At- 


tendance not essential, Midday-meal 
out. Box 616. 
PACIFIST (31), musical, seeks 


board and accommodation, out all 
day. Bristol area. Box 625. 

RENT FRBE, Surrey town, 2 un- 
furnished roome, kitchen, light, use 
of bath; return for housekeeping 
single man. References and good 
cooking essential. Box 627. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful reeupera- 
tion: all moderm comforts. A and K. 


S Ladlow, The Briara, Crich, Mat- 


lock. (Station: Ambergate; Tel. 
Ambergate 44.) 

EDUCATIONAL 
FREEMOUNT,, Bacton, Hereford. 


freedom for individual develop- 
ent and expression in co-education. 
Personal care in communal home of 
lovely surroundings. Modern health 
principles. From 7 years. Katherine 
and Peter Young, M.A.Camb. 

FIND RECREATION end new 
power to eerve through speaking ana 
writing, Correspondence (also visit) 
lesaons ba., clasaea 1s, 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews. B.A.j 82 Primrose Hill Rd, 
London, N.W.8. (PRI 5686.) 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


ALLYSOL.—After 65,000 years a 
way hag been found to remove from 
garlic its intolerable smell. Get t 
know! Allysol healing liquid, tablets 
and aweet-smelling garlic ointment 
Send for booklets about garlic. Please 
refer to advert: in this issue. 

WAR RESISTERS' Internationa 
wold welcome gifts of  foreigr 
stampa, for subsequent sale on behal: 
of W.RAI. funds. Any such gift 
received with gratitude. Please gen 
to the War Resisters’ Internationa) 
11 ADbDhev Rd.. Enfield. 

TYPEWRITERS BOUGHT,  seld 
and repaired, Cook, The Mount, Noak 
Hill, Romford, Essex. 

SALE. PAIR Wellington clogs, 
size 7, leather uppers. Worn once. 
ffers. Box 617. 

PRIMUS-TYPE stove urgently re- 


quired by C.O. land-worker. Buglass, 
Hyali House, Lyehole, Wrington, 
Somerset. 


HAS ANYONE old twill sheets for 
remaking into cot sheets; reasonable 
price given; pacifist-farmworker. 
Box 628. 

LAMB RIBBONS. Cleanest, long- 
est; 18s. 6d. six, 108, three, 3s. 6d 
each, postage paid. Name _tyne- 
writers, colours. Martin Hardman, 
Prospect Place, Preston. 

REMOVING. GOOD home wanted; 
herd 3 healthy nannies giving gallon 
daily. All due kid. With fine healthy 
Saanen billy. £20. 4-month robuat 
Saanen Dilly 20s. ; Stamp please. 
Rumileigh Mine-Holding, Bere-Alston, 
Sth. Devon. 


LAND AND COMMUNITY 
FRANCISCAN COMMUNITY seeks 
prospective members for landwork or 
for book and church vestment busi- 
nesa near Essex coast, Kingdom 
Books, 51 West Cromwell R4., Lon- 
don, 3.W.5. 


LITERATURE, etc, 


QUAKERISM. Information and 
literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service ttee, 
pee House, Euston Rd., London, 


{Catlin : 


BOOKS LOANED to €.0.8 o1 
agric., forestry, etc. Marshall, 2 
Wheatlands Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 


40,000 SECOND-HAND books 0; 
theology, Bible study, liturgiology 


\mysticism, pacifism, psychology soc? 


ology, polities, gardening etc, Month! 
list 24d., allowed for on return 
Profits help Franciscan community 
Kingdom Books, 51 West Cromwe] 
Rd., London, S.W.5. 


MEETINGS, etc. 


NORTH LONDON Region, Nort} 
London Players have decided to post 
pone the performances on Sept, 2 
and 28 of “They Came to a City.’ 
See page 4 for further announcemen‘ 


THE NORTHAMPTON Monthly 
Breakfast (the 61st since war com- 
menced): Sun., Oct, 1, 8.80 am., 
Friends’ Meeting House, Wellington 
St. Jean Inebnit (Leeds University), 
ae pon of the Pn eengione Vol- 
untary rvice for eace’? 
LV.S.P.). ea 

MANCHESTER P.P.U. Regional 


Meeting, Weds., Sep. 27, p.m., 

Friends Meeting Hovee, -Dr, A. K 

Jameson on “Spain.” 
BOURNEMOUTH POST - WAR 


Reconstruction Group, 6 Wellington 
Rd., Sep. 29, 7.30 p.m, Prof. George 
“The United States of 
Europe.” 


PERSONAL 


CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A satisfactory mediam for 
those desiring congenial pen-friend- 
ships. Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN 
19 Ty Fry Gardens. Rumney. Cardiff 

C.0. WATCHMAKER, tunable to 
obtain premises locally, would be 
grateful to hear from other C.0.6 if 
an opening exists and a small shop 
with living accommodation is to let in 
their area. Would you please write J. 


Knight, 10 Market Place, Olney, 
Bucks. 
SOLICITOR, present lJandworker. 


desires immediate partnership. Lan- 
cashire. Box 622. 

WILL ANYONE knit simple under- 
wear for lady? Your price. Pattern 
and woo! provided. Box 618. 

PACIFIST (31), fond music, read- 
ing, walking, ete., would like to meet 
pacifist with similar interests, with 
ue to friendship, Bristol area. Box 


_|secondary 


PARTNER WANTED; unique post- 
var business, Commercial sense and 
nterviewinhg ability essential. Oppor- 
unity. Interesting career, Box 628. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


It fa impossible to coniirm satis 
actory conditions of employment i 
(| posts advertised in Peace New: 
Applicants who are in any doubt ar 
ecommended to consult the Pacifis 
‘ervice Bureau, 6 Endsleigh S3tree! 
°C.1. which will often be able 
give useful advice. 


TYPEWRITER MECHANIC 
wanted, good wages and prospects to 
right man. Cook, The Mount, Noak 
Hill, Romford, Essex. 


RADIO ENGINEER. Part or full 
time. Maida Vale 4200. Call Satur- 
day afternoons. Brewer and Sons, 88 
Fairfax Rd., Sth. Hampstead, N.W.6. 


THE HAMPSHIRE Rural Music 
School offers a good opening in 
Basingstoke and district to an en- 
thusiastic violin teacher for strings 
classes and private lessons. Piano as 
subject an advantage. 
Some organizing ability essential 
Commencing salary 6200 p.a. Appli- 
cations to the Director, Miss Cicely 
Card, 8 Market Place, Romsey, Hanta. 


VEGETARIAN HOME FOR Child- 
ten, Orchard Dene, View Road, Rain- 
hill, nr. Liverpool. Assistant Matron 
required, used to children. Particu- 
lars from G..H. Perry, Hon. Sec., 47 
Stairhaven Rd., Liverpool, 19. 

C.0.8 WITH forestry exemption 
wanted for forestry work nr. Shrews- 
bury. Good working conditions. 
Further particulars, Box 602. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


DRIVING EXPERIENCE required 
few weeks by C.O., for keep, pocket 
money. North pref., not essential. 
Box 619, 

C.0., 25 (Christian), seeks work of 
social nature, preferably 
young people; experience catering, 
cooking and general hostel manage- 


YOUNG AUTHOR, highest literary 
credentials, exempt, wants remunera- 
tive work, Athelstan Ridgway, 29 
Park Road, Hendon, N.W.4. 

C.0. EXPERIENCED accounts, 
auditing, office routine, correspond- 
ence, seeks clerical post food distri- 
bution, hospital, building, transport.- 


Box 624, 
_ CHRISTIAN PACIFIST (24), 
single, seeks clerical work as basis’ 


for having decision 
tribunal (land work). 
clerical experience pre-war (Civil 
Service). Go anywhere. Box $26. 

DUPLICATING. 100 copies} quarto, 
4s, 6d., postage extra. Also expert 
typing. Winifred Jewell, 8 Lammas 
are Gdns., Ealing. Phone EALing 
1 i" 


reviewed by 
Three years’ 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
gington. Lectures every Tuesday, 7 


p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
ductions. Consultationg all problems. 
Western 8985. 


a Nee TREATMENT of 
isease (including eyes). Reginald J. 
Bailey, M.S.F., N.C.P., Osteopath and 

aturopath, 184 Hoppers Rd., Winch- 
more Hill, N.21. (Ex-Maidstone ©.0.) 
Consultations by appointment. Postal 
advice given. Palmera Green 7868. 

PERFORMING ANIMALS Defence 
League. Send for leaflets “Perform- 
ing Animal Atrocities,” “Three Per- 
forming Dogs” etc. Funda urgently 
required, Anima] lovers please help. 
W. Warner, Hon. Sec. S.W. Branch, 
Belvedere House, Torquey. 


enc came 


Peace News is open for the ex. 
preasion of all points of view relevant 
to pacifism. Articles in it, whether 
signed or unsigned, do not necessarily 
represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the 
Aveekly organ, Nor does the accept- 
ance of advertisements imply any 
endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 


ment. Keen gardener. Box 620. 

BUILDING TRADE, road haulage,| Postal subscription rates: Home: 
estate and business transfer agency.jquerterly, 88. 3d.; yearly, 12s. 6d. 
C.0., 28, seeks post, Adaptable, other|Abroad: quarterly, 2s. 9d.; yearly, 
trades and auggestions considered.|19s. €d. 


Might collaborate in starting new or 
taking over existing business. Lon- 
don area preferred. Box 621. 


Displayed advertisements: Maximum 
size, 8 column inches: Copy by first 
Friday. 
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BENCH “‘RECOGNISES”’ 
J.W. MINISTRY 


JT ,UTON Magistrates have allowed 
the claim of a full-time Jehovah’s 
Witness to be a “regular minister of 
any religious denomination,” a claim 
which the Government has strenu- 
ously denied throughout the war. 

A summons against Vera Harding, 
of Luton, aged 20, for failing to 
comply with her condition of regis- 
tration as a C.O. was dismissed on 
Sep. 6 on the ground that she was 
exempt from the National Service 
“Acts as a “regular minister.” 

She had appeared before the 
Tribunal on Dec. 3, 1943, when she 
was registered conditionally upon 
undertaking full-time work in a hos- 
pital, on the land under a _ public 
authority, or in Civil Defence. 

It seems unlikely that the Ministry 
of Labour will allow the matter to 
rest. 

When Ellen Hands of Stoke New- 
ington appeared at Great Marl- 
borough Street Police Cour, on 
Sep. 15 charged with failing to do 
fire-watching at ‘Government pre- 
mises, she pleaded conscientious 
objection. The Magistrate, Mr. 
Sandbach ordered her to pay 10s. 
costs but imposed no fine. 


BUT A PACIFIST MUSTN’T 


SAY IT 
WELLINGTON, N.Z. 

The Rev. Ormond E. Burton, a 
well-known leader of religious 
pacifism in New Zealand, has been 
in prison for a term of 2% years. 

One of the offences of which the 
prosecution made most was Burton’s 
statement in an article that the 
Atlantic Charter was “an outstanding 
example of evasive vagueness.” 
Burton’s friends have been pointing 
out that the Eighth Conference of the 
Institute of Pacifie Relations referred 
to the Charter’s “noble if nebulous 
words.” And in Britain the weekly 
News Review published an article on 
Jun. 1 entitled “Burial Service for 
the Vague Atlantic Charter.” 

—Worldover Press. 


What is the basis for 


pacifist 

TINHE test of faith is action, If our 

pacifism is to be more than 
resistance to war it must search the 
field of action for an adequate means 
of expression. We must forget the 
past of enforced inertia and consider 
the potentialities of the future; how 
best we can demonstrate our faith as 
much more than a private courage 
which has enabled us to withstand 
war for five years—that it is some- 
thing really applicable to normal 
everyday living. 

If pacifism is to survive the end of 
hostilities and contribute to the 
future we must emerge from the 
obseurity that we have accepted as 
the price of exemption and become 
socially dynamic. Our state of help- 
lessness in face of total mobilisation 
must give way to the acceptance of 
social responsibility. All action in- 
volves society. At every point we 
must strive to influence the world 
around us, not by preaching or 
doctrinaire discussion, but by pacifist 
' action. 

What will be the basis for such 
action when our opportunity comes? 
This question must be a challenge to 
our thoughts, our vision and our in- 
tegrity. An answer must be found; 
the alternative is to admit the failure 
of pacifism. 

* * * 

It has become commonplace to say 
that “we are in the world, but not of 
it,” but in the future we must go a 
step further; must re-identify our- 
selves with the world; must reject 
“spiritual aristocracy.” 

This in no way implies that we 
should allow ourselves to be sub- 
merged in the social system. On the 
contrary we should set ourselves a 
new standard of values; one which 
will make it difficult for us to condone 
any system based upon expliotation, 
duress, regimentation, or violence. 

To exemplify such a standard ia day-to-day 
living will demand courage, integrity, self- 
restraint and a highly developed sense of pur- 


pose from each individual. Moreover, to be 
effective, some form of co-ordinating activity 


between individuals or groups of individuals 
will be necessary so that moral and material 


‘ support can be given wherever required. 


action 2 


What does this mean in terms of concrete 
fact? In the simplest terms it means that to 
become dynamic pacifists must organize them- 
seives for action; must be prepared to assist 
one another when in need and to extend such 
support to all who make a stand for that basic 
freedom which is the very keystone of pacifist 
faith. 

In effect this means that we must relinquish 
personal rights and privileges ang integrate 
ourselves into a socially coherent group- 
consciousness to which we are prepared to 
give support to the uttermost. 

% * * 


This concept may not meet with much assent 
or support from the majority. It will appeal 
primarily to those who have progressed suffi- 
ciently far in the “inward revolution” and to 
whom the corollary of faith is action. 

How can such a minority among pacifists 
organize themselves to best advantage? Obvi- 
ously each individual must retain his (or her) 
freedom of judgment and action and yet know 
that he is more than just one person working 
alone. Some form of liaison is necessary. 
Perhaps membership of a small group and a 
federation of groups on a wide basis will meet 
the need. 

It is not for one person to suggest a method 
but for such a movement to take form from 
the consensus of concerned opinion; not for 
organization to be initiated by leadership from 
above; but through the careful thought, honest 
opinion, and sustained effort of those whose 
concern it is that pacifism should contribute 
its share to the future. 


STANLEY DU FEU 


GLASGOW KEEPS IT UP 


Highly successfu] meetings were held on the 
Saturday and Sunday of last week by the 
United Peace Campaign in Glasgow. At the 
first, a large crowd listened to an exposure of 
the arms racket, and a critical visitor who 
was given the platfurm for ten minutes did 
not convince his audience. 

An echo of the recent “free speech issue’ 
was heard on the Sunday, when James Grieg 
told his audience of 400 that “if these meetings 
become any more popular the police will have 
a legitimate complaint of obstruction.” The 
campaigners departed with the feeling that 
Glasgow is beginning to recover its reputation, 


VERA BRITTAIN PAMPHLET 


The latest in the series of Peace News pam- 
phiets—published today—is entitled “Law v. 
War” and is by Vera Brittain. Although this 
is a 12-page issue the price remains at one 
penny. 

If you do not already receive these pamphlets 
with your PN, ask your local distributor—or 
write to this office. 

--The 


September number of the C.B.C.O. 


Bulletin to be issued about September 22 will | 


contain a special article by Dr. C: E. M. Joad 


on Civil Liherty and the policy of the 
N.C.C.L., in addition to the usual features. 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


broken by a social system of non- 
totalitarian, non-burezucratic full 
employment. The implications of 
that are revolutionary indeed. 
A martyr nation? 
jy order to prevent war this break- 
ing of the vicious circle would, 
moreover, need to be universal in the 
industrial societies. The industrial 
societies which overcame mass-unem- 
ployment by totalitarianism and/or 
bureaucracy would continue tobe 
formidable to and feared bv their 
neighbours. The centralized indus- 
trial mass-society will always be a 
terrifying weapon of power. So that, 
except in a genuine world-society in 
which the power of a nation was no 
longer the cause of fear to other 
nations, the menace of war will 
always be present. Therefore in those 
nations ‘which wish to retain the 
power of defending themselves suc- 
cessfully, the totalitarian and/or 
bureaucratic method of achieving full 
employment will always ultimately 
be chosen, The nation which breaks 
the vicious circle must be prepared 
for martyrdom. 


Ecstasy of illusion 


puus we are driven back to the 
idea of a world-society of the 
nations industrially capable of 
Modern war; but with a new sense of 
the difficulties in the way. It is the 
very ecstacy of illusion to suppose 
that the pious noises now being made 
by the Big Three as such indicate that 
such a world-society is even being 
contemplated. A sentence in Mr. 
Churchill’s recent letter to Lord Cecil 
is significant: “The great causes of 
international peace and justice for 
which you have so faithfully pleaded 
are now being triumphantly vindi- 
cated by the sword.” That makes 
sense only on the premise that the 
sole offenders against the peace and 
justice of the world are Germany and 
Japan. When they are punished, the 
peace and justice which they have 
disturbed will be restored. 
That we have dismissed as a non- 
yational interpretation of this war. 
Implicit in it are the propositions (1) 


Guardians of the peace 


that there was a world-society of 
peace and justice before 1939 (2) that 
all that is required to improve it is an 
instrument whereby future offenders 
shall be restrained before they have 
the opportunity to make actual war. 


Defenders of ‘peace’ 


Rut what in fact happened in this 

war? Britain and France de- 
clared war on Germany because Ger- 
many intended to attack Poland. In 
doing so, it may plausibly be argued, 
Britain and Franee were defending 
the peace and justice of Europe. Did 
Russia help? The very reverse. She 
joined in the German attack upon 
Poland. Did USA help? No. She 
declared her intention of keeping out 
of a quarrel which did not concern 
her. USA entered the war when she 
was. directly attacked by Japan; 
Russia when she was directly 
attacked by Germany. 

How can such a sequence be repre- 
sented as the vindication by Britain 
and USA and Russia of peace and 
justice? The view is‘arguable only in 
the case of Britain and France, and 
then only on the assumption thai the 
status quo of 1939 was sufficiently 
Just to condemn disturbers of it as 
offenders against peace and justice. 
In the case of USA and Russia, it is 
manifestly false, Neither can it be 
mended by saying that the Big Three 
are fighting as guardians of the peace 
against aggressor-nations. If Ger- 
many were an aggressor-nation in 
the case of Poland, so was Russia. 


Power the reality 


QUCH an explanation of this war 
is puerile. The real explanation 
of it can only be found in terms of 
power. Britain went to war to pre- 
vent Germany from becoming “too 
powerful” in Europe. Germany 
attacked Russia—by ‘a fatal mistake 
of judgment—in order to increase 
her power (by incorporating the 
Ukraine). Japan attacked USA in 
order to increase her power. 
The power-explanation of the war 
links up closely with the mass-unem- 
ployment explanation, because full 


employment in a modern industrial 
society means a vast increase of 
power, centrally controlled. Germany 
by instituting full employment 
became a war machine of a new 
order of power, and ipso facto a 
menace to the “peace” of Europe. 


Now there are three 


Now for a period there will only 
+“ be three major competitors for 
power. We are invited to believe that 
they will suddenly change their 
nature, and combine their powers in 
order to keep the peace of the world. 
They will do this, however, without 
surrendering any element of their 
own power. 

This illusion arises from the fact 
that they have combined to overthrow 
Germany and Japan. Varnish that 
fact with the illusion that they have 
combined to defend peace and justice, 
and you produce the fantasy that the 
combination will endure to preserve 
peace. 

But the only common interest that 
unites the Big Three is the pursuit 
of power. They can combine to 
eliminate a competitor. When Ger- 
many and Japan have been defeated, 
who will combine against whom? 


The speed-up 


woauat will have changed essen- 
y tially in the situation which 
preduced World War II? Two of the 
five competitors for power will have 
been knocked out—for the time being. 
One of the remaining three (Russia) 
is all set for a vast increase of power. 
There will be no break between “war” 
and “peace” totalitarianism in 
Russia. In USA war-totalitarianism 
will be entirely discarded; in Britain 
as much as possible. As far as his- 
torical analogy is permissible, the 
new situation may be prophesied by 
saying that Britain will move into the 
position of France, USA into that of 
Britain and Russia into that of 
Germany. 

Anyhow, of the five competitors for 
power, three remain. It will hardly be 
all against all. The one radical 
change is in the tempo of events. 
That has been speeded up. 


JOURNEY’S END 


HE paid a reluctant but genuine 
tribute to the Germans. They 
could ‘take it’ ke said. When 
Britain was being bombed_ the 
internees longed for reprisals. 
And when reprisals eame they were 
overjoyed, but when, on their long 
journey through Germany, they 
saw the widespread havoc caused 
by the Allied ’planes ali feelings of 
gloating were extinguished. This, 
they felt, was just and right, but 
they were sickened of the sight of 
almost endless vistas of desolation. 
—A repatriated prisoner, quoted 

| by the Manchester Guardian. 


ANARCHIST GETS 
[5 MONTHS 


THOMAS Brown, 24, of Tedding- 

ton, who as previously reported 
(PN, Aug, 25) was committed for 
trial on charges of incitement to evade 
national service duties and _ to 
sabotage machinery, pleaded guilty at 
the Old Bailey, and was sentenced 
on Sep. 18 to 15 months’ imprison- 
ment. 

Brown stated that he was an 
anarchist, and that his “original in- 
tention was to oppose the slaughter 
and sacrifice of the workers against 
the profits and privileges of the 
capitalist elass and politicians.” The 
Common Serjeant described the leaflet 
he had distributed as “a deliberate 
incitement to harm the war effort.” 


CHRIS JONES 


Enemies of war and imperialism will 
be sad to hear of the death of Chris 
Jones, well-known as an untiring 
worker against tyranny, and as a 
passionate spokesman for, coloured 
peoples. r 

Chris Jones spoke at the last May 
Day meeting held by the London Area 
of the PPU, and was a familiar figure 
at Indian Freedom Campaign meet- 
ings.’ His evident sincerity, as well 
as his platform ability, enabled him 
to hold Hyde Park crowds in respect- 
ful silence at a time when white 
speakers were harassed by hecklers. 


NORTH LONDON REGION, P.P.U. 
North London Players present 


THEY CAME TO A CITY 
by J. B. Priestley 


produced by Leslie F. Pitt, L.R.AM. 
on Saturday, October 14, at 6 p.m. 
Cripplegate Theatre, Golden Lame, E.C.1. 


All seats numbered and reserved. 
~ 8/6, 2/6 and 1/6. 
Proceeds to further the P.P.U. work begun 
by Dick Sheppard. 
Tickets may be obtained from: 
Dick Sheppard House; London Area P.P.U. 
Office; Peace News Office. 


STHMA, CATARRH, 


HAY FEVER ENDED 


Send 1d. atamp for booklet of 
“Sanolen,” the Great Remedy 
recommendeg and used by Dac- 
tors all over the worl. 


British Medica Laboratories, Ltd. 
(Desk G), Heathcote Rd., Boscombe. Hants. 


THE HEALING POWER 
OF GARLIC 


A herbal remedy with 
5000 years of history 


“lf garlic is not a universal remedy anda 
renewer of health‘and youth, it appears 
at least to come nearer to that dream 
than any known thing given by nature 
for the use of man.” 


Rheumatism and Catarrh dissolved 
at their root 
Get to know ALLYSOL, the healing 
and purifying power of garlic with- 
out the garlic smell 
ALLYSOL imparts NO TAINT to 
breath or person 


Send stamps 5d. for TWO 24-page 


Booklets of Life-conserving information 


CUT THIS OUT AND SAVE IT 
(special reason) 


GARLIC DEQDORISED ANTISEPTICS Ltd. 


KS Watermill Lane, Fairlight, Sussex 


Published from 3 Biackstack Rd., London, 
N.4, by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
Printing Go, (T.U.), London, N.16. 


